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NIFA Funding Opportunities

Funding Opportunity Requirements -Appendix | to Part 200

The format is designed so that similar types of information will appear in the same sections in announcements of different
Federal funding opportunities.

Program Description

Federal Award Information

Eligibility Information

Application and Submission Information
Application Review Information

Federal Award Administration Information
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Federal Awarding Agency Contacts
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NIFA Grants Process (Capacity)

» NIFA-Application package posted in Grants.gov Request for Application (RFA)
and funding opportunity humber sent via email from the Awards Management
Division (AMD) Capacity Branch to legislatively-determined grantees

» Applicant-Complete registrations at both Grants.gov(link is external) and
ezFedGrants.gov Note the registration process (e.g. DUNS/UEI #, SAM
registration) may take 6-8 weeks.

» Applicant-View Applicable Funding Opportunity from AMD Capacity Branch
Registered grantees click on links emailed by NIFA to view the application
package in Grants.gov(link is external)

» Applicant-Application Requirements Please read the RFA for more
information. If you have specific program questions, contact the program
contact listed in the RFA. For generic questions, please contact the
Administrative Contact(link sends e-mail). Go to Grants.gov for requirements
in order to submit applications
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https://grants.gov/
https://www.ocfo.usda.gov/ezFedGrants
https://www.grants.gov/
mailto:capacitygrantquestions@usda.gov

NIFA Grants Process (Capacity)-cont.

» Applicant-Apply for Grant -Remember to include all the application content
required by the program you are applying to. Once submitted, a confirmation
with tracking number will be sent from Grants.gov.

» NIFA-Review Applications -Applications are reviewed to ensure all document
requirements are received and met. Agency to notify applicant of any
questions.

» Applicant-Respond to Agency Questions -Timely response to agency requests
is critical to ensure your award is processed efficiently.

» NIFA-Review Process -Applications are administratively reviewed by NIFA to
ensure eligibility of the institution, receipt of all required documents,
compliance with reporting requirements, and fulfillment of RFA requirements.
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NIFA Grants Process (Capacity)-cont.

» NIFA-Process and Approve Award -AMD Capacity Branch approves the
award and stipulates General and applicable Specific Terms and Conditions.
Financial Management Division reviews the Notice of Award and approves

the funding.

» NIFA-Send Award Notification -Notice of Award is posted
in ezFedGrants external portal, which includes the Automated Standard
Application for Payments (ASAP) Award Letter with instructions for
enrollment if necessary.
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Navigating the Notice of Award

United States Department of Agriculture
National Institute of Food and Agriculture
NOTICE OF AWARD

1 Fﬂlﬂlﬂlﬂnlﬂ

2. &mandmant Numbar

3. Period of Performance & Typa of I

[ ] 10012020 throwgh (/302025 Capadily Grant Agreemant
5. Typs of Action . Zpplication Humbar 7. CFDA Number B.
New I 10512
5. Authority:
TUSC 32N
10. Agency (Name and Addrsss) 71. Recipient Organization
Awands Management Division
Mational Institute of Food and AgriculburafUSDA
‘Washington, DG 20250-2271
12 e and P fic Pointa of Contact: 13. Project Director g OTg

For adminisirative and programmatic point of contact Information, please loghn o
£.0nic usda gowFosicllenisanicas/arrag anis

the ezFedGrants Ports! (Oftp
Ingax pha).

14. Funding: Faderal

Pravious Total
+07 -
Total

____— Total Funds Awarded and Total Non-Federal

Grana Tota _——
1c. Faderal funds camy over
16. Descriptive Title of Applicants Project: 10 Matohing funds camy over
| 9. Tt Canyover
17. Budgst-Party Contributions - — PROVISIONS
NIFA Capacity Award Terms and CondiSons st hitps:/nita usda gow/ems-and-condtions
Budgei Typs

Total Federal Fungs

Not Speciied

&L Total Direct Changes{Sum of 5a-5h)

&2 Darcmanal

for Multistte Extension and Integrates ACtibes hitps:/nifa usca

acthities.
NIFA Federal Assistance Polcy Gulde st hitne:/inifa usda gowipolicy-guids.
Stakenalcer Ing put Reguiaton (7 CFR 3418},

Proh biton against UEing funds Undsr grants and coopEraive agrements With Entises that requine certain Interal s are referenced
u5da goviprohbition-confidentiaity-agreements.

‘Thés award will r2ach e STatutory ime Imitation on 027302025, the end date of IS 3wan, No-2081 exiensions are ot poss bie:

Box 1, Award Number: to use when
communicating with NIFA

Box 3, Period of Performance: timeline
for when award is active

Funds Required as Match

Box 15, ASAP Account ID: the award funding
number in Treasury’s Automated Standard
Application for Payments (ASAP) system

Standard and Specific Provisions/Co

§‘|
-r

FOR THE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
This award. subject to the provisians avove, shall constiuts an oaligation of funds on behat of the Govemment. Such obligation may be trminated wihout further causes
Lnigss he reCipiant commences Me ety drawdown Of UNGs: SLCR ArEWdons May not Ex02ed ONS Y23l Tom Mg Is5LaNC d3te of e Jward

[Typed Hame. [Signature Date
LINDA CAMBRON LCAMERON 122172020

g

the rules of the award. This may
information regarding funcgs wi
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Post Award Requirements

» Federal Assistance Requirements
» Authorizing Legislation

» Code of Federal Regulations

» 2CFR
Funds Management Requirements
Accounting System
Internal Controls
Personnel Requirements
Cost Principles

» 7CFR
» National Policy Requirements

» Terms and Conditions https://nifa.usda.gov/terms-and-conditions

» NIFA Policy Guide https://nifa.usda.gov/policy-guide

» For additional requirements see hitps://nifa.usda.cov/federal-reculations
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https://nifa.usda.gov/terms-and-conditions
https://nifa.usda.gov/policy-guide
https://nifa.usda.gov/federal-regulations

Post Award-Cost Allowability

§ 200.403 Factors affecting allowability of costs.

>
>

v
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Necessary, reasonable and allocable
Confirm to limitations & exclusions set in cost principles or Federal award

Consistent with Policies and Procedures that apply to Federal financed and
other non- federal activities

Consistent treatment

Determined according to generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP)
Not included as cost share or match on any other federal award
Adequately documented

Cost incurred during the approved budget period-unless prior approval to
carry forward unobligated balances to subsequent budget periods
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NIFA applies allowability principles from 2 CFR 200.403 when reviewing all transactions.  Costs must be allowable, reasonable and allocable to the program.  Reasonability is applied according to “prudent person” standards.



Compliance Review Observations

Time & Effort

»  NIFAis generally unable to conclude that payroll allocations for staff members with split appointments are
accurately or inaccurately charged to NIFA grants. If the certifications are occurring infrequently, we look for support
documentation or internal controls to validate charges are allocable, and not based on the original budget
estimates, but we are not seeing either.

»  The more infrequent the certification, the more support documentation is required. l.e., some type of
document/mechanism used by the employee, and reviewed by the certifier, that can assure NIFA that something
other than the original budget estimate or an employee’s memory is used to allocate payroll charges.

Segregation of capacity funds in the accounting system

»  All Federal and matching funds must be accounted for according to period of performance, through a unique
fund, or subfund code. Capacity funds cannot be used as revolving funds. Annual awards are available for the
period of performance designated on the award document, and they cannot be used to supplement prior or future
awards.

Capacity funds cannot be used for indirect costs

» Indirect costs are disallowed for capacity funds — federal and state match. Utilities can be charged if billed
based on square footage, etc. Some support services (accounting, etc.) can be billed if adequate documentation is
provided, and if the services is not part of an indirect cost pool. Time and effort reporting requirements are more
stringent for support services if charged to capacity. Campus police, shipping/receiving, administrative services at
the University level, etc. are not considered allowable as a direct cost.
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Compliance Review Observations (cont.)

Grant related outings versus entertainment

» Entertainment costs are unallowable. Some funding (like extension) is generally allowable to support
activities like youth camps, but no portion of the funds can be used for entertainment (e.g., roller-skating,
water parks). If fees are charged for the entertainment, those fees must cover the full expenses and not be
supplemented with grant funds. When considering if a cost will be allowable under the grant, determine
whether it is reasonable and necessary to the award. For capacity, it must achieve an objective outlined in
the state plan of work.

Equipment Purchases
»  Prior approval is required for

» General purpose equipment (2 CFR 200.48) costing $5,000 or more and having a useful life of more than
one year; and

» Special purpose equipment (2 CFR 200.89) costing $150,000 or more and having a useful life of more
than one year. (Prior approval is waived for special purpose equipment costing less than $150,000.)
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